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Research Rounds
C E N T R E  F O R  H E A LT H  E D U C AT I O N  S C H O L A R S H I P

The Centre for Health Education Scholarship (CHES) is committed to enhancing health education scholarship by building 
capacity for educational scholarship across the Faculty of Medicine through collaboration, team-building, mentorship 
of new faculty, successful funding applications, and other activities.

Dr. Mercedes Chan 
Down the Rabbit Hole: Exploring professional identity formation in doctors who pursue additional training

ABSTRACT   Extra training beyond that which is required to practice is becoming increasingly common 
amongst specialty physicians and surgeons in Canada. For many this may mean additional years of clinical 
or research training, a graduate degree, or a combination of all of the above. During this time, doctors 
may be trainees, qualified practitioners, and students all at the same time. This talk will explore the 
experiences of qualified physicians in their pursuit of additional training as well as the effects of this on 
their professional identity formation. 

ABOUT  Dr. Mercedes Chan is an Assistant Professor of Pediatrics, an Adjunct Assistant Professor in the 
Division of Community Engagement, and a pediatric rheumatologist at the University of Alberta in Edmonton, 
Canada. She completed her medical training at the University of Hong Kong followed by a pediatrics residency 
at the University of Saskatchewan, a pediatric rheumatology fellowship at UBC, and a clinical educator 
fellowship through the UBC Center for Health Education Scholarship. Her medical education interests 
center on professional identity formation in doctors and elements within doctors’ communities of practice 
that shape that identity. Dr. Chan is passionate about improving access to care for children with pediatric 
rheumatic disease around the world through education. She regularly teaches in China and South Africa and 
is heavily involved in the development of international pediatric rheumatology e-learning resources.

ACCREDITATION: As an organization accredited to sponsor continuing medical education for physicians by the Committee on  
Accreditation of Continuing Medical Education (CACME), the UBC Division of Continuing Professional Development  
designates this educational program as meeting the accreditation criteria of the College of Family Physicians of Canada for up to 1.5  
Mainpro-M1 credits. This program has been reviewed and approved by UBC Division of Continuing Professional Development. 
Each physician should claim only those credits he/she actually spent in the activity.


