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Research Rounds
C E N T R E  F O R  H E A LT H  E D U C AT I O N  S C H O L A R S H I P

The Centre for Health Education Scholarship (CHES) is committed to enhancing health education scholarship by building 
capacity for educational scholarship across the Faculty of Medicine through collaboration, team-building, mentorship 
of new faculty, successful funding applications, and other activities.

Dr. John Norcini 
The	case	for	national	assessment	programs:	A	relationship	with	quality	of	care

ABSTRACT  	National	assessment	programs	are	of	growing	importance	around	the	world;	however,	
they	remain	controversial	and	there	is	considerable	skepticism	that	they	are	effective	tools	for	screening	
healthcare	providers.	This	talk	will	describe	some	of	the	challenges	in	conducting	research	that	seeks	to	
address	this	issue.	It	will	also	present	some	of	the	evidence	suggesting	that	such	programs	are	actually	
associated	with	better	patient	outcomes	and	are	needed	throughout	the	careers	of	healthcare	providers.

ABOUT  Dr.	 John	Norcini,	PhD,	has	been	the	President	and	CEO	of	 the	Foundation	for	Advancement	of	
International	 Medical	 Education	 and	 Research	 (FAIMER®)	 since	 its	 inception.	 FAIMER	 is	 a	 non-profit	
committed	 to	 improving	 world	 health	 and	 it	 has	 an	 active	 research	 program	 in	 international	 health	
professions	education,	physician	migration,	and	the	contributions	of	international	medical	graduates	to	the	
US	healthcare	system.	Prior	to	FAIMER,	Dr.	Norcini	held	a	number	of	senior	positions	at	the	American	Board	
of Internal Medicine. 

Dr. Norcini has published extensively, lectured and taught in many countries, and is on the editorial boards 
of	several	peer-reviewed	journals	 in	health	professions	education.	He	is	an	honorary	Fellow	of	the	Royal	
College	of	General	Practitioners	(UK)	and	the	Academy	of	Medical	Educators	(UK).	He	has	received	numerous	
awards	including	the	Karolinska	Prize	for	Research	in	Medical	Education.	

ACCREDITATION:	As	an	organization	accredited	to	sponsor	continuing	medical	education	for	physicians	by	the	Committee	on	 
Accreditation	 of	 Continuing	 Medical	 Education	 (CACME),	 the	 UBC	 Division	 of	 Continuing	 Professional	 Development	 
designates	this	educational	program	as	meeting	the	accreditation	criteria	of	the	College	of	Family	Physicians	of	Canada	for	up	to	1.5	 
Mainpro-M1	credits.	This	program	has	been	reviewed	and	approved	by	UBC	Division	of	Continuing	Professional	Development.	
Each	physician	should	claim	only	those	credits	he/she	actually	spent	in	the	activity.


