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CENTRE FOR HEALTH EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP

Research Rounds

Speaker: Laura Nimmon
Title — Situating health professions education research within social contexts: A qualitative researcher’s journey

ABSTRACT This presentation will discuss a qualitative researcher’s journey from the discipline of health
literacy into the broader field of health professions education research. It will highlight the importance of
a perspective that accounts for the sociocultural aspects of medical education research. This perspective
emphasises that social context and local interactions matter and can help us generate new insights into
important issues pertinent to this field.

ABOUT Laura Nimmon is a PhD Candidate in the Faculty of Education, Department of
Language and Literacy, UBC. Prior to her PhD she worked internationally as an adult educator in Ecuador,
Italy, and the United Arab Emirates. Drawing on activity theory, literacy as social practice theory, and social
network theory, her most recent research looked for evidence of the social aspects of health literacy by
analyzing the patterns of social interaction around health issues and information within a low socio-economic
status rural community in Western Canada. Nimmon has gained a wide range of experience collaborating
with interdisciplinary research teams in the areas of health communication, health education, adult
education, health literacy, chronic disease management, health professional education, community based
research, and telehealth. Nimmon’s MA health literacy case study with immigrant women was the recipient
of a national research award.

The Centre for Health Education Scholarship (CHES) is committed to enhancing health education scholarship by building
capacity for educational scholarship across the Faculty of Medicine through collaboration, team-building, mentorship of
new faculty, successful funding applications, and other activities.



