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ABSTRACT  Why is it so difficult to change a system that prides itself on its lifelong learning attitude? 
In this presentation, I discuss a view on learning in the health professions that links individual change to 
organizational stability. Understanding learning starts with recognizing that the health system’s primary 
purpose is to provide healthcare, not education. Still, to be able to maintain and further improve the quality 
of care, new health professionals are trained in practice and those with experience have to keep learning 
from their practice. In this presentation, I argue that in medicine, learning and providing healthcare are part 
of the same process. In trying to understand the different processes, effects, and inherent tensions that 
lead to learning and performance, three interrelated levels of analysis can be discerned in the literature on 
practice-based learning in healthcare. The first level is understanding how situations lead to experiences, 
the second level looks at how strings of experiences combine to form trajectories, and the final level deals 
with precipitations of activities that lead to social and cultural reifications. Examples of research that explain 
practice-based learning in light of these three levels will be presented and the implications of this approach 
to understanding practice-based learning will be discussed.
 

ABOUT   Dr. Pim Teunissen studied medicine at Leiden University in the Netherlands. In 2005 he obtained 
his Medical Doctorate. Next to his medical studies, he followed courses in law, politics, and management 
at Leiden University. After finishing medical school, he started a research project on workplace learning in 
medical education. This led to his PhD in February 2009 at VU University in Amsterdam, the Netherlands, 
where he authored: ‘Unravelling learning by doing. A study of workplace learning in postgraduate medical 
education.’ In October 2008 he started working as a resident in Obstetrics and Gynaecology at VU University. 
At the same time, he was also working as a researcher at the School of Health Professions Education (SHE), 
Maastricht University, where he is now an associate professor. He also holds an associate position at the 
Department of Learning Environments and Educational Development (LEED), Karolinska Institutet, Sweden. 
Dr. Pim Teunissen currently collaborates with researchers, PhD students, and clinicians on research projects 
covering different aspects of practice-based learning in medicine.
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